The Bread Box

Fall 2018 Newsletter

Second Harvest Receives $50,000 for the
Veterans Military Sharea Produce Express Program
A $50,000 grant issued through the Veterans' Trust
Fund was presented to Second Harvest during an event
held at the food bank on August 29. Event speaker and
food recipient, Michelle, shared why she is grateful for
the Military Share produce. "I have struggled with being
hungry and I'm very grateful for this food. I don't know
what I would have done without the help."
This Second Harvest program is designed to provide
Michelle and other veterans and their families with
fresh, nutritious foods. For the convenience and privacy
of the individuals and families served, Military Share
distributions take place onsite at the VA Medical
Center, outpatient clinics and armories throughout
Second Harvest’s 11-county service area.
“This grant is a remarkable gift for our Military Share
Program,” said Karen S. Seggi, executive director of
Second Harvest. “The funds awarded will help Second
Harvest to provide fresh and nutritious food to veterans
through 36 distributions within two years."
Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs (DMVA),
Major General
Anthony Carrelli
announces grant at
Second Harvest event.

Retail Store Donation Program Growing
Sheetz presented
Second Harvest with
food and funds during
its grand opening in
Kane, Pa. on
October 18.

Second Harvest's Retail Store Program is an important
part of our anti-hunger network. In the most recent
fiscal year, retail stores donated 2,433,984 pounds of
food for people in need. Donations from stores are
matched with our partner agencies and are helping
individuals and families.
Recently, Sheetz has expanded its giving capacity with
the Made to Share Program to include all of their
stores within our 11-county service area.
Additionally, Country Fair convenience stores will
soon be launching a donation program to benefit
Second Harvest and our partner agencies. The
program, Country Fair Cares, will involve about 60
stores in our region.
Thank you to our generous
retail donors:

Aldi * Giant Eagle * Sam's Club * Sheetz
Tops Friendly Markets * Walmart * Wegmans

Perspective

Is it too early to plan for Thanksgiving? Not when there are more than
95,000 people who are food insecure in your service area. The last three
months of the year are incredibly busy at Second Harvest. As the holidays
approach, many businesses, schools, churches, organizations and
individuals step forward to collect food and/or raise funds to help us
continue to provide food to people facing difficult times. Together, they
make it possible for thousands of people in northwest Pennsylvania to have
a holiday dinner or other celebration. According to the most recent Map
the Meal Gap Study, 29 percent of the 95,000 individuals who are living
with hunger in northwest Pennsylvania are children.
Donations help us provide nutritious food for children who do not know where their next meal is coming
from. This vulnerable group relies on the food pantries, weekend BackPacks and other programs to
provide necessary supplements to the groceries their families are able to purchase. In addition, Second
Harvest distributes 30,000 food boxes to low-income seniors each year throughout our 11-county service
area. During this season of giving and caring, I see so many examples of generosity. We are blessed with
caring people throughout our region. You make it possible for us to carry out our mission of distributing
food to people in need. We thank all of our donors, food drive organizers, fundraisers and volunteers for
your commitment to your neighbors in need and ask for your continued support.
Wishing you and yours all the blessings of the holiday season.

Insight

Executive Director

School Pantry Program

The start of a new school year means more than just new binders,
bookbags and pencils. It also means thousands of children in
northwest Pennsylvania are relieved to know they can rely on free
and reduced-cost school meals. Second Harvest’s School Pantry
Program provides a food pantry onsite at schools for families of
students in need. The school pantries complement school
breakfast and lunch programs, providing access to food for
children and their families after the school day has ended. It helps
to relieve the anxiety a family may face when they aren’t sure
where their next meal may come from.
At the Oil City Middle School, school pantry coordinator Angela Shontz-Harriet can’t say enough about the program.
“Students in our schools are now able to feed themselves and their younger siblings when their parents aren't capable for
whatever reason. Our students' basic needs are being met beyond the classroom, which allows them to now focus on their
academics." Second Harvest supplies food to school pantry programs in Erie, Warren and Venango Counties. If you would
like to support the school pantry in your area, please call Zachary Webb at 814.459.3663 x 114.

Gratitude

Bread Box Awards 2018
Congratulations and thank you to the
2018 Overall Bread Box Winner:
National Association of Letter Carriers

Second Harvest Executive Director Karen Seggi presents the Bread Box
Award to the National Association of Letter Carriers

You can find a complete list of 2018 category
winners at: www.nwpafoodbank.org

Second Harvest began its annual Bread Box Awards in 1989 to show gratitude for the efforts of organizations, groups and
individuals who host fundraisers and food collections to feed the hungry. The awards honor those who helped alleviate hunger
in our area in the past year.
Finalist Awards are presented in nine categories: Elementary School, Middle School, High School, College/Technical School,
Individual, Church, Organization, Small Business and Large Business. Judging is based on the creativity of the event,
community awareness of the issues involving hunger and the amount of food or money collected. A first and second place
winner is selected in each category; the main award, an actual bread box, is presented to one of the first place winners. The
rotating award is presented in recognition of the outstanding project of the year. The name of the winner is engraved on the
Bread Box Award, which the winner proudly displays for one year. This year, the National Association of Letter Carriers
(NALC) won top honors. NALC Coordinator Kevin Bayer accepted the award. "I know that there is a real need for the food
we collect," he shared. "I am on the streets everyday delivering mail and I witness the good that Second Harvest does."

Upcoming Events
Giant Eagle Fall Food Share
Now through November 21st
Shoppers at participating Giant Eagle locations are asked to make a monetary or food
donation at the register. All monetary and food donations stay in the counties where the
donation was made.
Erie News Now Drive-Thru Holiday Food Drive
November 14, 2018
This annual all-day, drive-thru food drive and fundraiser is coming to Bradford, Corry, East
Springfield, Edinboro, Erie, Meadville, Millcreek, Titusville, Warren and Waterford. All the food we
receive will remain in the community where it is collected. Your monetary donations will go to
Second Harvest to support our mission throughout the year.
Tops Friendly Markets - Food For Families
December 7, 2018
During the month of December, help put groceries on the table for our neighbors in need
while doing your own grocery shopping. Purchase $5, $10 or $20 worth of food at the register
of your local Tops Friendly Market to be donated to Second Harvest. These food items will
help families in need during the holiday season.

Member Agencies Talk Food Safety
and Best Practices

Planned Giving
“Being a Second Harvest volunteer has helped me to
understand the stories of hunger in our area. It has
humbled me and reinforced how important our role is
when giving back to the community,” said Patty Holstein,
long-time volunteer at Second Harvest. It is that firsthand experience which led to Patty and her husband,
Wally Faas, including Second Harvest as part of their
planned giving strategy. Patty and Wally have designated
a portion of their estate to be donated to Second Harvest
as part of their will.
Patty and Wally’s planned gift contribution joins other
individual estate gifts within the Full Plate Society at
Second Harvest. The Full Plate Society recognizes
distinguished donors who will be forever remembered
through their planned gifts. These contributions have
come in many forms, including bequests, wills,
retirement and insurance assets, IRA assets and more.
If you would like to be a part of Second Harvest's
Full Plate Society, please contact Zachary Webb at
814.459.3663 x 114 or zwebb@nwpafoodbank.org.

Second Harvest
provides food to the
hungry through 412
member agencies
and distribution
partners. Each year,
Second Harvest
invites all agencies
and distribution partners to an Agency Relations
Conference. This year, more than 200 people attended
the event, held on the campus of Edinboro University.
Attendees were treated to speakers and breakout
workshop sessions throughout the day. Topics included
food safety training, civil rights training and how to
work together to distribute more nutritious food.
According to Bev Phillips from the Christian Cupboard
Food Pantry, "I learn something new each conference. I
enjoy talking to other agencies to find out their best
practices and how they are running their pantries."

Hurricane Relief Efforts
Hurricanes in the southeast
U.S. have caused serious
damage to many homes
and businesses. Network
food banks ramped up
services to meet increased
food needs.
Second Harvest contributed to these disaster relief
efforts by donating a truckload of food to the Harvest
Hope Food Bank in Columbia, South Carolina. A total of
27,539 pounds of food reached the impacted area in
early October. The truckload included water, assorted
drinks, crackers, cookies and disposable cutlery, and was
part of the Harvest Hope Food Bank’s mass distributions
to those in need of food.
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