
Service to others doesn’t end when a military 
career concludes. Across our region, veterans 
as well as active military personnel continue to 
answer the call by helping fellow service members 
and their families access nutritious food through 
Second Harvest’s Military Share program.

Military Share is a specialized Produce Express 
program that provides active-duty and retired 
military members and their families with healthy 
food, prioritizing fresh produce and including 
eggs, milk, frozen meat, and pantry staples. 
With six distribution sites serving Erie, Warren, 
Venango, Jefferson, Elk, and Clearfield counties, 
Military Share makes nutritious food more 
accessible to households throughout our region.

What makes the program especially meaningful 
is the veterans who help make it happen. 
Many veteran volunteers were instrumental 
in establishing their local Military Share 
distributions and continue to organize, 

coordinate, and operate each 
event. Their firsthand understanding 
of military life and the challenges some families 
face creates a welcoming environment built on 
trust, respect, and shared experience.

These dedicated volunteers also play a vital role 
in connecting military households with available 
resources. Through local veterans’ organizations, 
community partnerships, and word-of-mouth, 
they spread awareness so veterans, active service 
members, and families know where to find 
support when they need it.

Every distribution reflects the power of neighbors 
serving neighbors. Volunteers work side by side to 
ensure families receive fresh, nutritious food while 
fostering a sense of community and camaraderie 
that extends beyond the distribution line.

To volunteer or to donate, visit 
NWPAFoodBank.org.

Veterans Helping Veterans 
through Military Share

The Bread BoxThe Bread Box
Fall 2026 Newsletter



PerspectivePerspectiveTake 
Action
September is Hunger 
Action Month, and 
Second Harvest Food 
Bank of Northwest 
Pennsylvania invites 
you to join us in 
raising awareness 
and taking action 
against hunger in 
our community.

More than 100,000 of our neighbors 
across northwest Pennsylvania face food 
insecurity, including 1 in 5 children. No 
one person can solve hunger on their own, 
but when we connect our efforts, we can 
take the necessary action to fight hunger. As 
neighbors continue to navigate rising food 
costs and tight budgets, the most important 
thing we can do is come together.

This Hunger Action Month, remember three 
simple ways to make a difference: Donate. 
Volunteer. Speak Up.

You can host a food drive or fundraiser, 
volunteer with Second Harvest, wear orange 
on Hunger Action Day on September 29th, 
schedule a tour or presentation for your 
group, and share our social media posts.

Every action — big or small — helps provide 
hope and nourishment to our neighbors 
facing food insecurity.

To learn more, visit nwpafoodbank.org. 
To get involved, email Madison Maurice at 
mmaurice@nwpafoodbank.org.

Together, we can build a stronger 
community where everyone has access to 
the nutritious food they need.

Our Vision: A hunger-free community.

Our Mission: The mission of Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest Pennsylvania is to provide food to 
those in need within 11 counties of northwest Pennsylvania while creating awareness and educating the 

community on the realities of hunger.

Second Harvest serves 11 counties in northwest Pennsylvania: Cameron, Clarion, Clearfield, Crawford, 
Elk, Erie, Forest, Jefferson, McKean, Venango, and Warren.

As the colors of autumn 
begin to spread across our 
region and harvest season 
arrives, I find myself 
reflecting on the abundance 
that surrounds us — not only 
in fields and gardens, but in 
the generosity of the people who 
make our mission possible.

This season reminds us that a successful harvest 
is never the work of one person alone. It takes 
many hands, and the same is true at our food 
bank. My heart is full when I see the incredible 
abundance of volunteers, donors, community 
partners, and supporters who come together to 
ensure our neighbors have access to nutritious 
food. You help create hope and stability for 
children, families, seniors, veterans, and other 
individuals experiencing food insecurity.

Every food drive organized, every donation 
given, every hour volunteered, and every kind 
word shared helps strengthen our community. 
Because of your support, tens of thousands of 
our neighbors will have food on their tables 
and know that they are not facing difficult 
times alone.

As we enter this season of gratitude, please 
know how deeply thankful I am for each of 
you. Together, we are cultivating something far 
greater than meals. We are growing a community 
rooted in care, dignity, and compassion.

Thank you for helping us harvest hope for 
our neighbors in need.

With gratitude,

Gregory D. Hall 
Chief Executive Officer



Every day, 
perfectly 
good food is 
discarded 
while many of 
our neighbors 
struggle to 
put healthy 
meals on the 

table. In fact, 
approximately 

30% of all 
available food in 

the United States 
goes unsold or uneaten. 

What’s more, uneaten food 
accounts for an estimated 8% 

of global carbon emissions, making food recovery 
an important environmental solution as well as a 
hunger-relief strategy.

The good news is that there is enough food to feed 
everyone. By recovering food before it becomes 
waste, Second Harvest is helping fight both hunger 
and food waste across our region. 

Our growing Food Rescue program plays a 
vital role in this effort. Last year alone, more 
than 4.25 billion pounds of food were rescued 
in Pennsylvania, and Second Harvest continues 
to expand its partnerships to ensure even more 
nutritious food reaches families in need.

Food rescue connects surplus food from grocery 
stores, convenience stores, restaurants, distributors, 
manufacturers, farms, and other food donors with 
food pantries and meal programs across the region. 

This food is still perfectly safe and high quality — it 
simply can no longer be sold. It may include fruits 
and vegetables that are oddly shaped, products 
approaching their sell-by dates, and excess crops 
from farms.

Our efficient food rescue network of staff, 
volunteers, and partner pantries helps provide a 
steady supply of fresh produce and shelf-stable 
foods to neighbors across the 11 counties we serve.

Another important part of food recovery at Second 
Harvest is gleaning. During and after harvest 
season, volunteers and staff work alongside local 
farmers to gather wholesome crops left behind in 
the fields. Seasonal produce such as corn, squash, 
and other fresh vegetables that might otherwise 
go to waste is collected and shared with families 
experiencing food insecurity. Gleaning is a hands-
on, community-driven effort that strengthens 
relationships with local agriculture while 
increasing access to fresh, healthy food.

Together, food rescue and gleaning create a 
stronger, more sustainable food system. They 
reduce food waste, increase access to nutritious 
foods, and help protect our environment. 

None of this would be possible without our 
incredible partners, including farmers, retailers, food 
pantries, volunteers, and donors. Every pound of 
food recovered represents compassion, collaboration, 
and a shared commitment to ensuring that good 
food reaches people — not landfills.

Together, we are transforming surplus into 
sustenance and building a healthier future for 
our communities.

Solving Food Waste

Community Partner Spotlight
For over 30 years, Tops Friendly Markets has been a vital partner 
in our efforts to help end hunger in northwest Pennsylvania. 
Through their Totes for Change, Food for Families, Check Out 
Hunger, and Monopoly Community Chest campaigns, and more, 
Tops Friendly Markets has been able to help raise nearly half a million dollars and donate 
nearly 250,000 pounds of food to Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest Pennsylvania.

A special thank you goes out to Tops for joining us in ending hunger in our community.



Upcoming 
Events

Second Harvest Food Bank of Northwest Pennsylvania is expanding 
its mission to end hunger with the Second Harvest Marketplace at 
St. Pauls Neighborhood Center, a grocery store-style food pantry 
scheduled to open in 2027 in the heart of the City of Erie.

Located in ZIP code 16502 and surrounded by some of Erie’s 
highest-need neighborhoods, the Marketplace will serve 
families living in communities where household incomes are far 
below county and state averages. The Marketplace at St. Pauls 
Neighborhood Center will provide nutritious food for neighbors 
living nearby as well as residents of the Mercy Anchor Center West 
and Schoolhouse Apartments, which are part of the Triangle of 
Hope social services initiative.

Building on the success of Second Harvest’s original Marketplace 
on East Avenue, the new location at 16th and Walnut Streets will 
offer a dignified shopping experience. Income-qualified neighbors 
choose the fresh produce, meats, dairy, frozen and shelf-stable 
foods that best meet their families’ needs. By preserving personal 
choice while accommodating cultural preferences and dietary 
needs, the Marketplace will do more than address hunger — it will 
empower families.

The new Marketplace will also serve as a connected point of access 
for wraparound services, helping neighbors find essential resources, 
healthcare, and support systems that strengthen long-term stability.

September 2026

Hunger Action Day 
September 29, 2026

Giant Eagle Full 
Plates Zero Waste 

Fall 2026

Food for Families 
Fall 2026

October 10, 2026

Check Out Hunger 
Fall 2026

Rick Hinman Thanksgiving 
Dinner Drive 

November 9, 2026

Food Drive 
November 18, 2026

December 1, 2026

Nourishing Neighbors, Nourishing Neighbors, 
Empowering FuturesEmpowering Futures

Did You Know?
You can turn your IRA into support for Second Harvest 
Marketplace or our other essential programs. If you’re 70½ or 
older, your Individual Retirement Account (IRA) can help feed 
your neighbors right here in northwest Pennsylvania without 
counting the distribution as taxable income.

A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) allows you to transfer 
up to $105,000 directly from your IRA to Second Harvest. Your 
gift counts toward your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
and is excluded from your taxable income.

For more information, contact Breanna Watts, at (814) 459-3663 
ext. 114 or email at bwatts@nwpafoodbank.org.
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